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Luckily the weather finally gave us a dry, sunny day on Wednesday 11th March. Luckily 

because a few days before, we had finally received our free 105 young trees from the 

Woodland Trust. 

Having as yet no public land owned by the parish, Cornwall Council, via Cormac, had granted 

us a licence to plant the trees on the wide, eastern verge of the A388 north of Hatt 

roundabout. Much of the area is covered in dense bramble thickets. However, our 

indomitable groundsman Nick Brown had managed to clear a suitable area for us to go 

ahead with planting. 

Cometh the day, came nine volunteers resplendent in high viz gear, old trousers, gardening 

gloves and wielding various implements of destruction – spades! The ground was still very 

waterlogged. That and the clay soil made for difficult planting. However, many hands, etc, 

etc, and we had them all planted in under an hour and a half, each with its own support and 

protective sleeve.  We tried to plant them somewhat randomly, as would happen in natural 

woodland. We were also advised by Cormac to leave at least 3 clear metres form the 

highway edge. This was so as not to impair visibility and because some of the trees could be 

adversely affected by salt spray from the gritters. 

The trees, or whips, are still very small – between 30 and 50 cm in height. That is all to the 

good though, as young trees will establish better and should require less maintenance. For 

the next three or four years we shall have to take care to keep them weed-free. This may 

well be quite a challenge as brambles are notoriously persistent. However, the volunteer 

spirit is alive and well here, so willing hands will not be wanting. Observant parishioners will 

have noticed that there are numerous well-established young trees in amongst the 

brambles, so general growing conditions must be favourable there. We have to hope that 

the whips will not be hard hit by prolonged dry spells. We are hoping to acquire some free 

wood chip mulch from Cormac to help suppress weeds and retain moisture. 

The species planted are dogwood, hawthorn, hazel, rowan, silver birch and wild cherry. 

Once established they should provide a lovely variety of interest and colour throughout the 

seasons. 

Cllr Malcolm Fletcher. 


